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The Danelaw Way 

       From Lincoln to Stamford 

      Total 56½ , 58, 60 or 61½ miles 

 

 Route     Mileage Page Nos 

 Lincoln – Aubourn     9 ½      11 - 15 

 Aubourn – Caythorpe          11 ½ or 13             16 - 27 

 Caythorpe – Ropsley     14     28 - 36  

 Ropsley – Castle Bytham     12 ½      37 - 44 

Castle Bytham – Stamford    12 ½       45 - 54                                                                          

(via Tolethorpe, Ryhall                                                                                 
& Belmesthorpe) 

Alterative    

Castle Bytham - Stamford        9      53 - 54                                                                         
(direct from Tolethorpe) 

Optional 

Circular walk from Ryhall       8      55 - 60 
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The Danelaw Way 
 

Contents 

Introduction, route map and poem. 

1. Lincoln to Aubourn 

2. Aubourn  to Caythorpe 

3. Caythorpe to Ropsley 

4.  Ropsley to Castle Bytham 

5. Castle Bytham to Stamford via Ryhall and Belmesthorpe 

6. Castle Bytham to Stamford – direct route 

7. Ryhall circular 

 

With grateful thanks to all Lincoln Ramblers Association 

members who have reconnoitred and commented upon  the route 

instructions and placed way markers along the route. 

 

Cover picture the mediaeval church at Aubourn. 

 

Maps and sketches by Brett Collier.     
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The Danelaw 

An agreement was reached in 886 on the extent of the territory of the 

Viking invaders – the Danelaw. Lincoln became one and possibly the largest 

of the Five Boroughs of the East Midlands, together with Stamford, Derby, 

Nottingham and Leicester. All of them eventually became ‘shires’ – except 

Stamford, whose shire was incorporated into Lincolnshire.  

 

Lincoln 

The Celts called it Lindon from the Welsh ‘Lyn’ meaning a lake. The 

Romans latinized the early name and added Colonia and so it became 
Lindum Colonia. 

 

Stamford 

Poet John Betjeman described Stamford as ‘ England’s most attractive 

town’ and architectural historian Nikolas Pevsner agreed, declaring it ‘the 

finest stone-built town in England’ It really is a gem of a place: the first 

town in the country to be declared a total conversation area back in 1967 

 

Anyone can take the road                                                                                                                

Or path that’s trodden every day                                                                                  

But come with me and I will show                                                                                              

A more interesting way 
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erhaps there are no secret places in Britain today but there are certainly 

forgotten places.  ‘Dull, flat, uninteresting isn’t it’ people say half-

incredulously on learning that you like to walk in Lincolnshire and then they 

admit that they have never actually set foot in the county, although they may 

have driven up the A1. 

The Danelaw Way is certainly not dull, flat or uninteresting.  It links Lincoln 

with Stamford, two of the five ‘burghs’ of the ancient Danelaw in a 60-mile 

recreational route that takes in some very special countryside.  It is almost 

wholly within the county but strays into Rutland at a particularly attractive 

section.  The Way is not the most direct public fieldpath route between Lincoln 

and Stamford, for wherever there are places of real interest en-route a possible 

detour has been included in the instructions. The start at Castle Square, Lincoln 

is one example and a minor detour at Caythorpe to view the attractive green at 

Frieston is another.   

Countryside Officers cannot be everywhere, and it would be most useful should 

you discover any public right of way problems en-route if you could report it to 

them.  The addresses are Countryside Services, Environment and Economy, 

Lancaster House, 36 Orchard Street, Lincoln, LN1 1XX: 01522 782070 for 

Lincolnshire or The Director of Environmental Services, Rutland County 

Council, Catmose, Oakham, Rutland, LE15 6HP for Rutland paths.  Mention that 

you were walking The Danelaw Way.  Both authorities have co-operated fully in 

the production of this route. 

Always attempt to follow the correct line of any public right of way and please 

remember that you are doing nothing wrong by doing so.  To forsake the 

correct line of a path and walk round the edge of a crop only creates confusion 

for later walkers and could lead to a farmer or landowner challenging you with 

being nowhere near a public right of way.  It is also helpful to collect a piece of 

litter en-route and one feels righteous by doing so, but more importantly, it 

completely defeats a farmer’s argument that more walkers mean more litter 

and you know that you are leaving the countryside a little better than you 

found it. 

There are two endings to The Danelaw Way at Stamford simply because both 

sections were so attractive that our reconnaissance groups could not agree 

which was the better route!  We have therefore offered both routes for you to 

select as a fitting ending to a splendid walk.                                                              

Brett Collier        7 
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Danelaw Way waymarker 

 

 

 

Daneaw Way cloth badge available for £1.25 from                         

lincolnramblers@gmail.com 
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Danelaw Way Public Transport Arrangements. 

 

Lincoln to Aubourn 

PC coaches run a limited service to and from Lincoln and Aubourn. 

For details see www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk  or call 0871 2002233 

Caythorpe 

The Stagecoach number 1 service runs hourly from Lincoln to Grantham 

calling at Caythorpe.  See www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk  or call 0871 

2002233 

Ropsley 

There is no regular bus service to or from Ropsley but a pre-booked 

service can be arranged through Call Connect on 0345 2343344. See 
www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk 

Castle Bytham 

There is no regular bus service between Ropsley and Castle Bytham or 

between Castle Bytham and Stamford but a pre-booked service can be 

made through Call Connect on 0345 2638153.  See 
www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk 

Ryhall to Stamford 

 There is a regular bus service between Ryhall and Stamford. See details 
at  www.travelineeastmidlands.co.uk or call 0871 2002233 

 

Updated April 2019 
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About the Author 
Brett Collier MBE died suddenly on 15th March 2005 aged 84. He had 

completed this book and arranged for a draft copy to be printed. As part of a 

permanent tribute to him members of Lincoln Group Ramblers’ Association 

decided to continue with the publication, marketing and sales of this book. 

Since he came to work at the teacher training college in Lincoln in 1968 he has 

walked on and campaigned about the footpaths of Lincolnshire. Initially he 

devised walk routes and wrote them up as individual walk sheets, which he 

photocopied. Since 1993 he has incorporated many of these routes into his nine 

books. Countryside Books published six of these and the Ramblers’ Association 

Lincoln Group has published the others. The first of the Ramblers’ Association 

books was ‘Lindsey Loop’, now in its third update. This is a 105 mile circular 

route linking six market towns in the Lincolnshire Wolds. The second was 

‘Plogsland Round’, a 47 mile route on the plough or Plogsland that encircles 

Lincoln. This was produced with help from the Lincolnshire Fieldpaths 

Association. This final book is a linear route from Lincoln to Stamford. It had 

originally been intended that the Viking Way should end in Stamford 

(Lincolnshire) but in the process of developing it the route was changed to end 

in Oakham (Rutland). Now with this book the wish of Brett and others that a 

linear walk should end in Stamford is fore filled. 

His aim in all this writing was to get people to walk the footpaths of 

Lincolnshire. To this end he spent the last 30 years of his life persistently and 

tirelessly campaigning to get the footpaths opened and waymarked. He did a 

phenomenal amount of work on this. For his services to the countryside he was 

awarded MBE in the New Years Honours List 2005. 

There was another side to his life that he rarely mentioned except in special 

talks. Brett was a survivor! He had been taken prisoner by the Japanese at the 

fall of Singapore in 1942 and survived an attempt by a Japanese Officer to 

behead him. Later he survived all the harsh treatment and work in Japan, and 

because he was in a coal mine escaped death in Nagasaki when the atomic 

bomb was dropped.  

A committed Christian he raised money for charity by talking about all these 

experience. 
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